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RATIONALE

 n The benefits of high quality kindergarten/preschool 
programs are now well recognised and acknowledged 
locally and globally7.

 n There are currently over 10,000 early learning services 
delivering kindergarten/preschool programs across 
Australia, with over 60% (over 6,800 services) of these 
programs being delivered by long day care centres8. 

 n Australia’s long day care sector offers the 
ideal balance of age-appropriate early learning 
environments and adequately trained staff to 
provide high quality early childhood education 
and care to Australia’s young children. 

 n The infrastructure already exists – with 93% of 
long day care centres reporting vacancies9, there is 
ample capacity to support an increased number of 
children enrolling in kindergarten/preschool programs 
in the year before school.

 n ACA supports the right for all children to have access 
to quality kindergarten/preschool programs, while 
allowing parents with the choice of early learning 
service type that best suits their work/life needs.

CURRENT SITUATION

 n The Federal Government’s Universal Access funding 
package was designed to ensure that all Australian 
children have access to 15 hours per week of a 
quality kindergarten/preschool program delivered by 
existing university qualified early childhood teachers, 
for 40 weeks per year in the year before school.

 n This Federal Government’s latest $428 million 
Universal Access investment, which is provided 
through a one-year extension to National Partnership 
arrangements, will allow continued Universal Access 
support for kindergarten/preschool programs 
throughout 2019, with the current national partnership 
agreement due to expire at end of this year.

 n However the funding model is seriously flawed in 
implementation; each state/territory government 
has taken a different approach to implementation 
since inception of the agreement, leading to grossly 
inequitable outcomes for children, families and 
service providers alike. 



RECOMMENDATIONS

We call on all parties to support:

 n a long term, sustainable funding model to 
ensure that all Australian children have access 
to 15 hours per week of a quality kindergarten/
preschool program including delivery in long 
day care services by university-qualified early 
childhood teachers, for 40 weeks per year in the 
year before school. This would allow parents the 
choice of early learning service type that best 
suits their work/life needs. 

 n a review and modification of the existing 
Universal Access funding model:

§ to provide both greater certainty of funding
beyond year to year agreements; and

§ that delivers equitable funding to all children
(ie. funding that follows the child) regardless
of service type or jurisdiction.

This would support kindergarten/preschool programs 
in all settings, including preschool programs delivered 
in long day care settings. 




